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The Church Is Supra-National 


One is even disposed to question whether it is a good idea to in- 
clude the names of countries in the official designations of our 
churches as, for example, “The National Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico” or “The Presbyterian Church in the United States.” Na- 
tionalism within the church must be resisted because it is essentially 
a denial of the supra-national character of the church, that is, of 
ecumenism in its real sense. Somehow the church must be able to 
achieve complete domestication within every country without sacri- 
ficing its world quality. {| This sense of the world-solidarity of 
Christians is vital to the development of a strong morale in the face 
of world tension and challenge. The Christian church is the greatest 
fraternity on earth. No other fellowship in the whole story of 
mankind has so profoundly influenced the life of the world. None 
has so effectively united so many people of so many classes in so 
sublime a comradeship of mind and heart in action. Its consciousness 
of brotherhood is the deepest and most joyous of all fellowships that 
have drawn men together.—C. Darsy FULTON, in a sermon called 
The Church in a Revolutionary World. 














Letters to the Editors 





Is the Church a Mine or a Field? 





Promotion and Promoters 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Dr. Foreman’s article on “The Three 
Trains” (OvuTLOOK, June 18), was very 
much to the point and very much needed. 
Encouraging. It led me to thoughts about 
another aspect of our chrome-plated, 
atomic-powered, super-dynamic ecclesias- 
tical machine (North). 

Rightly, we are emphasizing ‘“‘promo- 
tion” and “program” but often without 
due discrimination. There are many of 
our small churches in cities and country 
districts which will never shed any 
lustre over the promoter. It just is not 
in them to produce statistics, human or 
financial. They will go on, if given half 
a chance, giving comfort to ordinary 
people, training boys and girls in the 
Christian way so that they go out into 
professions and business, etc., with in- 
tegrity in their hearts and an interest 
in Jesus Christ and his church. I know 
a good many such even from a few small 
pastorates of my experience and they are 
the rewards worth working for. 

There are two ways of regarding a 
church. It can be a mine to be exploited 
or a field to be developed with patience 
and faith. Our Lord used the background 
of agriculture to illustrate his parables. 
Possibly this atomic age has outgrown the 
patriarchal-agricultural age. But not in 
religion. All too often, the local church is 
simply a cog in the promoter’s dream. 
Impersonal letters come by the sheaf 
(several about the same thing) sometimes 
phone calls, where a postcard would do, 
at least for intelligent people. It is “big 
business” to telegraph. Makes one feel 
important. If certain methods produce 
statistics in business why not use them 
in religion? The difficulty is that ends 
accomplished are consonant with the 
means used. Business methods produce 
the rewards of business, and the small 
church is small business. 

The man in the small church with small 
Statistical prospects will have to find his 
solution within himself, but for the 
denomination at large it might be well 
to remember that “promotion” could, 
with a little attention, be tailored also 
to the small churches instead of clapping 
down upon every church, big or little, the 
same procrustean methods and specifica- 
tions. Maybe one reason for the prolifera- 
tion of so many small independent 
churches over the land is that people feel 
lost in the super-efficient denominational 





Standard Oil 
Railroad. 

This is no diatribe against ‘promotion’ 
in general. It is needed, and thank God 
for able men who can serve their Lord 
and his church in such things. But, for 
the Lord’s sake, see that we are promoting 
something harmonious with his standards 
and his Kingdom. 


Co. or the Pennsylvania 


E. W. Perry. 
Live Oak, Calif. 


Physicians Too 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Every week I am moved to stand up 
and cheer something in your publication, 
yet it is my shame that I simply do 
nothing about it. THe OvTtiooxK is indi- 
spensable in our home. 

Rarely have I disagreed with anything 
and this is the first time I have felt 
stirred to take exception to any word 
you print. 

But Mr. LaRoe’s statement, in the 
July 30 issue, which reads: “Simply be- 
cause no layman’s work seems to measure 
up in importance to the work of the 
minister” is fatuous, and could have 
been edited. 

Physicians are in a position to reach 
literally millions of people who will not 
go near a church. It is estimated that 
over half the patients seen by the average 
physician are those whose illnesses are 
caused by failure to adjust to life. 

A Christian physician is in a match- 
less position to point the way to Christ 
by both precept and example in the most 
intimate and personal of contacts. 

I can bolster this by no better example 
than the greatest individual of this 20th 
century: Albert Schweitzer, theologian 
first, but doctor when he elected to devote 
the rest of his life to serving, i.e., minis- 
tering, to human beings. 

Robert Louis Stevenson, a layman whose 
health kept him face to face with eternity 
for many years, said this of the physician, 
not the minister: “There are men and 
classes of men that stand the common 
herd; the soldier, the sailor and the 
shepherd not infrequently; the artist 
rarely; rarelier still the clergyman; 
the physician almost as a rule. He 
is the flower (such as it is) of our 
civilization; and when that stage of man 
is done with, and only remembered to be 
marvelled at in history, he will be 
thought to have shared as little as any 
in the defects of the period, and most 
notably exhibited the virtues of the race.” 





To The Outlook: 


Done This? 


On yesterday Presbytery instructed me to order from you for distri- 
bution to every minister and clerk of Session a copy of the article by 
Dr. W. Lapsley Carson of the First Church, Richmond, entitled, ‘“The 
Minister in the Presbyterian Church,” with the provision that it be 


given careful study. 


Therefore, | am enclosing our check for $3 and would like for you 
to send me 200 copies. | am sure that the contents of the reprint 
will be helpful all the way around. 


(A Florida Presbytery) 


NOTE—An excellent move. 


STATED CLERK. 


Indeed, every elder, minister and church leader should 


have a copy. PRICE: 25 for 50c; $1.50 per 100. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS e 
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There are ministers and there are 
ministers; and while their composite 
stature is magnificent, individually they 
vary as much as do physicians—and other 
laymen. Choice of profession, calling if 
you will, does not guarantee admirable 
qualities. 

It was interesting that on the same 
page with Mr. LaRoe’s statement, you 
had headlined “Flying Doctor” and print- 
ed a letter which included this para- 
graph: 

“Presbyterians who never read a mis- 
sionary’s letter (too dry), nor a mis- 
sionary’s report in our church papers 
(not interesting), may sit up and take 
notice when they observe a secular maga- 
zine with a circulation of ten million, 
publishing as NEws the medical missions 
of their own church.” 

The sentence and the fact it recounts 
would seem to belie Mr. LaRoe’s im- 
pression that “no layman’s work seems 
to measure up in importance to the work 
of the minister.” Our medical missionaries 
are seldom three-year products of our 
seminaries, though by implication at the 
minimum four-year products of medical 
schools plus at least one year of intern- 
ship. Medically trained thoroughly, 
briefed in theology, they depend on their 
personal Christian conviction to guide 
their witnessing, as they minister to sick 
bodies. 

I do not belittle the minister. I simply 
say Mr. LaRoe’s statement is a loose 
generalization which has led him into 
error. As he concludes, “After all, no 
work in this life is more important than 
conditioning the souls of men,” I trust 
he will recognize that such work is not 
entirely confined to the minister. 

A CHRISTIAN PHYSICIAN'S WIFE. 


Montreat Policy 


Mountain Retreat Association 
Montreat, North Carolina 


DEAR Sirs: 


Your letter of July 26 in reply to my 
registration of July 5 has greatly dis- 
turbed me. 

I realize it is very late now, but I would 
like to be accommodated in either Hower- 
ton Hall or Fellowship Hall if at all pos- 
sible. Aside from the fact that Mrs-—— 
and Mrs. —— with whom I am traveling, 
are to be in Howerton Hall, the condi- 
tions placed on Assembly Inn have given 
me cause for re-consideration. 

Though I am a Southern Presbyterian 
I have never been to Montreat, so I am 
certainly looking forward to this oppor- 
tunity. However, I understand that As- 
sembly Inn is a restricted building, not 
accepting Negro guests. I find this par- 
ticularly offensive personally, and pub- 
licly inexcusable. 

It seems to me absolutely unnecessary 
for the Mountain Retreat Association to 
pander to this basically un-Christian posi- 
tion, allowing policy to be directed by 
tastes and preferences. It is not to the 
credit of Montreat that it is unwilling to 
take a stand on the basis that none of 
the church’s boards or agencies have 
complained about present policy. The 
“many sincere people who want a place 
where they can go” are being a bit pig- 
gish aren’t they, when 99% of the 
“places” in the South are restricted “for 
whites only.” What about the many sin- 
cere people, and this includes Negroes, 
who want a place to go—where they can 
be involved in integrated relationships? 

May I hear from you about the possi- 
bility of re-assignment? Thank you. 


Nashville, Tenn. MARGARET RIGG. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Tel- 


ephone 2-9492; night 4-5554. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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WCC Meeting in Hungary 
Crosses Political Barriers 


In the first major meeting of the World 
Council of Churches ever to be held in 
eastern Europe, the 90-member central 
committee focused its attention upon two 
main themes: ‘“Proselytism and Religious 
Liberty” and “The Churches and the 
Building of a Responsible International 
Society.” 

Meeting at a workers’ rest home in the 
Matra Mountains at Galyatetoe near 
Budapest, Hungary, the World Council, 
in the words of W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
general secretary, “showed once again 
that it lives its own life in complete 
independence from any particular poli- 
tical system or ideology and desires to 
render its witness in all parts of the 
world.” 


Rumania and China 


Rumanian member churches have been 
in the World Council since its formation 
in 1948, but not until this meeting have 
they been able to send representatives to 
any of its activities. It has been 19 
years, their representative said, since they 
took part in any ecumenical work. 


Anglican Bishop H. K. Ting of China, 
declared, “It is no secret that the Chinese 
churches are not too satisfied with the 
position the World Council of Churches 
is taking.” 

He expressed satisfaction that he 
could be an observer at the meeting and 
that a World Council staff member has 
been invited to visit China. Queried 
by WCC President John Baillie as to 
whether he felt that the churches in 
China had attained a degree of autonomy 
that would not be weakened if no more 
missionaries came from the west, Bishop 
Ting said, ‘““We are weak, the West can 
help us in many ways. In this period 
we must build the church in China itself. 
After that we may perhaps come back 
to learning from the West.” 


Seminary in Spain 

In other actions the central committee: 

Protested the difficulties placed in the 
way of the proper functioning of the 
Protestant theological seminary in Spain 
and called upon Spain as a member of 
the United Nations to recognize her moral 
responsibility to observe the provisions 
of the Declaration of Human Rights, and 


specifically to recognize the right of the 
seminary to train ministers for the evan- 
gelical churches. 

Heard Professor Joseph L. Hromadka 
of Prague call for an end to the false 
notions about life in other countries, 
which he said prevailed in both eastern 
and western countries. Francis Pickens 
Miller, an American layman, character- 
ized the false picture of other peoples 
being given the world as “the greatest 
menace to peace.” 

Heard the announcement that the Hun- 
garian government has agreed to reopen 
the case of Lutheran Bishop Lajos Or- 
dass, who was imprisoned in 1948 for 
anti-communist activity. The Council 


sought at the time of his arrest and since 
to intercede on his behalf. 


To Confer 


Plan to send two top officials of the 
WCC to confer with representatives of 
the Moscow patriarchate on the possi- 
bility of participation by the Russian 
Orthodox Church in the ecumenical 
movement. 

Adopted a resolution favoring a visit 
to Communist China by a WCC delega- 
tion “wherever such a visit would be 
welcome.” 

Heard a report by Henry P. Van 
Dusen, of New York, indicating progress 
looking toward the eventual merger of 
the WCC and the International Mission- 
ary Council. 

Heard O. Frederick Nolde of Phila- 
delphia declare that tests of nuclear 
weapons should be “discontinued, lim- 
ited, or controlled under international 
agreement as promptly as possible.” 


TWO NEW MEMBERS ARE ADDED TO 
WORLD PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 


PRAGUE (RNS)—Two new member 
churches were received into the World 
Presbyterian Alliance at the meeting of 
its executive committee here. They are 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
(USA). 

Admission of the two communions to 
the Alliance brings the number of its 
affiliated churches to 69 and adds nearly 
150,000 members to. its constituency 
which previously had totaled more than 
40,000,000. 

The autonomous and interracial Pres- 
byterian Church of East Africa, which 
is in full communion with the Church of 
Scotland, was formed last February 
through union of the (native) Presby- 
terian Church of East Africa and the 
Scottish Church’s Overseas Presbytery 
of Kenya Colony. The merger united 
some 45,000 African, 5,000 European 
and many Asian Presbyterians in East 
Africa. 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
was formed in Tennessee in 1810 and 
now numbers approximately 85,000 mem- 
bers. It was a member of the Alliance 
from 1884 to 1906. 


Tribute to Hus 


At a reception given the executive com- 
mittee by Prague civic officials, John A. 
Mackay, president of Princeton (N.J.) 


Theological Seminary and of the Al- 
liance, said, in reply to an address of 
welcome by the deputy mayor, that the 
committee “rejoices to see that the Czech- 
oslovakian government has given such a 
high place to Jan Hus” in official his- 
tories of the country. 

“Just as the Czech people revere him 
and the truth and justice for which he 
stood,” Dr. Mackay said, “so we of the 
Reformed Churches claim him in our 
heritage. For we believe that the Lord 
—from whom he received his convictions 
about justice for the people and the duty 
of each man to the truth—is the Lord 
of the future for the whole world and for 
Czechoslovakia.” 

Jan Hus, Bohemian Protestant reform- 
er and Czech national hero, was burned 
at the stake at Konstanz in 1415 for his 
beliefs. The anniversary of his death 
was widely observed as a national holi- 
day in pre-Communist Czechoslovakia. 


Confessionalism Study 


After some discussion, the committee 
decided to suggest to other confessional 
bodies an informal conference “‘to inter- 
pret” to each other the nature and ob- 
jectives” of the confessional groups with- 
in the context of the ecumenical move- 
ment. 

Presumably, the invitation will be ex- 
tended to such groups as the Anglicans, 








Methodists, Lutherans and others who 
are banded together in international or- 
ganizations on a confessional basis and 
are represented also in the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

Whether strong confessionalism is an 
advantage or handicap to the ecumenical 
movement has long been a subject of 
controversy in theological circles, and 
the conference proposed by the Presby- 
terians is evidently intended as an effort 
to reach better understanding of the issue. 

No specific time or place for the con- 
ference was set. 

The executive committee approved 
Brazil as the site of the next meeting of 
the Alliance’s General Council to be held 
in August, 1959, the 100th anniversary 
of the establishment of Presbyterian 
churches in that Latin-American country. 


Calvin Auditorium 

It was reported that work is expected 
to begin shortly on the restoration of Cal- 
vin Auditorium in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The report, forwarded by Harrison 
Ray Anderson of Chicago, said contribu- 
tions to the restoration fund had exceeded 
the $100,000 goal set by the Alliance’s 
General Council at its 1954 meeting. 
Dr. Anderson, a former Presbyterian 
USA Moderator, is chairman of the fund 
committee. 

Calvin Auditorium, erected in 1215, 
is a historic church where John Calvin 
and John Knox, Protestant reformers, 
once preached. It was the center of re- 
ligious life for Geneva’s foreign colonies 
during the Reformation. 

After restoration, it will serve not only 
as a place for worship services and an 
international Presbyterian and Reformed 
museum but will contain the Alliance’s 
world headquarters and accommodations 
for meetings of Swiss church bodies. 


Theological Program 

The program, it was stated, may lead 
to the development of “new statements 
of the Christian faith, reformed according 
to the word of God, for the common con- 
fession of the churches and people.” 


Also approved by the committee was 
the allocation of $1,000 to start financ- 
ing of translation into Portuguese of one 
of John Calvin’s major works, “The 
Institutes.” The project is being under- 
taken in recognition of the approaching 
100th anniversary in 1959 of the found- 
ing of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil. 

Committee officials expressed hope the 
translation may be completed early 
enough to make possible presentation of 
a printed volume of it at the meeting of 
the Alliance’s General Council to be 
held in Brazil in 1959. 

Following the closing of the meeting, 
committee members from many countries 
preached sermons from the pulpits of Re- 
formed churches in Prague and through- 
out Czechoslovakia. 


4 


Bible Presbyterians 
Are Troubled by 


Seminary Defection 


Faculty Members and Students 
Participate in a Revolt 


Schismatic Bible Presbyterians in the 
camp of Carl McIntire are continuing 
to find themselves in difficulty (OvutT- 
Look, April 30, May 7). One of the 
more recent steps, as revealed in a Mc- 
Intire letter, tells of the dire straits into 
which Faith Seminary has come. 

Although McIntire himself has been 
circulating throughout Latin America in 
recent weeks, stimulating and encourag- 
ing the schismatic movement there, he 
sent out a letter before he left calling 
upon his adherents to come to the rescue 
of their seminary in Elkins Park, a Phil- 
adelphia suburb. 

He began by saying, “Never did I think 
that I would be writing you a letter like 
this.” He went on to tell his story of 
an undercover movement within the 
church—‘‘within the camp” as he called 
it—that has been directed chiefly against 
him and his policies. 


Six Faculty Members 

Earlier indications had shown con- 
siderable disaffection among the teachers 
at the seminary and had indicated the 
likelihood of their separation from it. 
McIntire’s letter makes it very clear be- 
cause he tells of a statement signed by 
six members of the Faith faculty, which 
accused him of “gathering power.” The 
students also were caught up in the move- 
ment and the seminary is facing an ex- 
treme situation this fall. Although the 
faculty has had only seven men with 
the rank of assistant, associate or full 
professor, there have been eight others 
who have been instructors or lecturers, 
some of whom, like McIntire, have other 
outside duties. 

J. Oliver Buswell, who was professor 
of Systematic Theology and Apologetics, 
and at the same time president of Shelton 
College, or as also called, the National 
Bible Institute, has been one of the 
leaders in the movement against Mc- 
Intire. The seminary has also lost one 
of its ablest men in R. Laird Harris, pro- 
fessor of New Testament. 


MacRae Is Nucleus 


In addition, students have gone along 
with the group of professors pulling out 
and the prospect for the fall opening 
faces this additional uncertainty as of- 
ficial efforts of the church itself are con- 
centrated more and more in the new in- 
stitution developing in St. Louis. 

Efforts are being made to hold some- 
thing of the institution together around 
Allan A. MacRae, who is president and 
professor of Old Testament, Alfred W. 
Eppard, R. Allen Killen, and David 


Hedegard of Sweden, who will be in this 
county temporarily and who will serve as 
visiting lecturer. In addition, some recent 
graduates of the seminary are being called 
in to help with the teaching. 

MclIntire’s letter also indicates that 
some of their givers are taking the sem- 
inary off their lists and he calls his 
appeal “the most important that I have 
ever written about the seminary.” 


500,000 Gather for 
German Kirchentag 


FRANKFURT-ON-MAIN, Grmany (RNS) 
—NMore than half a million persons at 
the closing rally of the 1956 German 
Evangelical Church Day (DEKT) Con- 
gress applauded demands for German 
reunification. Included in the throng 
were 25,000 East Germans. 

Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
founder and president of DEKT, told 
those massed around a 120-ft. steel cross 
that the movement is a prime example 
of “genuine all-German and ecumenical 
community.” He said that panel dis- 
cussions held during the conference had 
proved “how much Germans suffer under 
the country’s division.” 

The Protestant Congress was founded 
in 1949 to inspire in laymen a livelier 
faith and more consistent application of 
Christian principles in daily life. It has 
developed into what is perhaps the most 
important expression of German unity. 


LORD, NOW THE FRUIT OF 
LABOR’S TASK WE OFFER 
Welwyn: 11.10.11. 10. 

Raymond B. Spivey, 1956 
Alfred Scott-Gatty, 1902 


Lord, now the fruit of labor’s task we 
offer, 
Labor, the plan and gracious gift of 
God; 
Living, the sacrifices we would proffer: 
Evidence of the bless’ed path we’ve 
trod. 


Accept the portion we have dedicated: 
Symbol of life, and leaven for man- 
kind; 
Gratitude for the life Love has created; 
Service and worship rightly interwined. 


Grant us the grace to face life’s problems 
bravely; 
Grant us the strength to bear our load 
with cheer; 
Grant us the courage to fight life’s evils 
gravely; 
Grant us the truth to rid the world of 
fear. 


Thus may we labor in the Christ-like 
spirit; 

Thus may we love in word and loving 
deed; 

Thus may we join the hosts who earth 


inherit; 
Thus may earth’s heaven plenish hu- 
man need! AMEN! 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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LABOR SUNDAY MESSAGE, 1956 


The Workers Quest for Security 


N THIS forty-seventh observance of 

Labor Sunday, no less than on the 
first such occasion in 1910, the National 
Council of Churches again affirms the 
continuing concern of the church with all 
who work. We believe that all useful 
work has a divine sanction, and serves 
the eternal purpose of God. Thus the 
Christian Church whose membership con- 
sists of people from every field of work 
—is fulfilling its true function when it 
relates faith in Jesus Christ to daily 
work and concerns itself with the welfare 
of all workers and their aspirations for 
freedom, justice, and security. 

Among the year’s outstanding events 
has been the union of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations. We congratu- 
late these groups on having reached this 
historic milestone. We have confidence 
that this newly-merged organization will 
insure continued advance on the road to 
greater industrial peace and progress and 





The Churches’ On-Going 
Concern 


(As expressed by Eugene Carson 
Blake, president of the National Council 
of Churches, at the AFL-CIO Merger 
Convention, December, 1955) 

“. . I should like to pledge the inter- 
est and concern of the Protestant and Or- 
thodox Churches of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches in you and in your move- 
ment. 

“All our ecclesiastical interests and all 
your labor interests ought be neither 
identical with each other nor alien from 
each other. On the most important issues 
of moral concern we ought always to be 
staunch allies. 

“So also I covet the support of Protes- 
tant and Orthodox labor in the concerns 
of your churches and of the National 
Council of Churches, which is our na- 
tional instrument. 

“Thus I believe and only thus can 
labor and church, under the providence 
of God and remembering our duty to 
him, make our rightful contributions to 
the continued strength and freedom of 
our nation. In the complex pattern of 
American life, our strength and unity 
will be preserved only as we all recog- 
nize our duty to God and to our neigh- 
bors. Our freedom will be preserved only 
as we work with all men of integrity and 
goodwill, whose interests and convictions 
on many matters differ, but whose loyalty 
to God transcends the boundaries of the 
nation and whose loyalty to the nation 
transcends the boundaries of all special 
interests.” 


AUGUST 27, 1956 


Approved by the Executive 
Board of the Division of 
Christian Life and Work, the 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America, 
and issued through the De- 
partment of the Church and 
Economic Life. Requested to 
be read in the churches on 
Labor Sunday, September 2, 
1956, or if preferred, on Sep- 
tember 9, 1956. 


solution of problems through understand- 
ing. We wish it well. 


Abundance Has its Problems 

In a dynamic, ever-changing economy 
new problems are confronted. Even an 
economy of abundance is not released 
from problems. While there is more total 
income and though it is distributed more 
equitably, there remain serious problems 
of inequality with serious consequences 
for persons. Even though jobs have be- 
come more plentiful, there are many com- 
munities where unemployment is still a 
threat. 

In an economy, of abundance, as in 
an economy of scarcity, the task of the 
church is not to lay down an economic 
pattern, but rather to uphold those ethical 
principles and Christian values that can 
be applied even to complicated economic 
and industrial situations. The margin 
for error of judgment grows with the 
increasing complexity of our world; yet 
the responsibility, indeed the obligation, 
of the church to study these situations 
and to speak redemptively about them 
remains clear and certain. The church 
regards an economy of increasing abun- 
dance as a field of increasing opportunity 
for Christian service. 

Despite the high level of employment 
and of general prosperity, there still 
hangs over many of us the haunting mem- 
ory of depression, bread lines, and pov- 
erty. Even now there are many depressed 
areas. And, as our advancing technology 
shifts and for a time may displace work- 
ers, we may expect other pockets of un- 
employment. We hope that such workers 
will be only temporarily dislocated, and 
we recognize that in the long run tech- 
nological change has created more and 
better jobs; but this is small comfort to 
the worker out of a job. 

The issue of income security is para- 
mount to many workers. This concern, 
tied as it is to realities of family support 


and responsibility, is not only under- 
standable but laudable. We commend all 
efforts made by industry to stabilize pro- 
duction schedules, to make the worker 
more secure in his job and his income. 
We commend also the training programs 
prevalent in many industries, as well as 
the support given by employers and or- 
ganized labor to the widening of educa- 
tional opportunities. As Christians we 
affirm the responsibility of all citizens 
to encourage private and public effort 
looking toward fair wages, removal of 
unfair discrimination in employment, 
greater income security, and equalization 
of economic opportunity. We are grati- 
fied to see the steps already taken toward 
the achievement of these goals. But there 
is much yet to be done. 

We note that all our states and terri- 
tories now provide unemployment com- 
pensation, Last year many states in- 
creased their benefits to the unemployed 








Use of This Message 


The annual Labor Sunday Message 
is a traditional and effective medium for 
expressing this common concern for moral 
issues which the churches share with the 
world’s workers. 


At the request of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, the Federal Council of 
Churches in the year 1910 recommended 
to the churches of America that the Sun- 
day before Labor Day, or another as near 
thereto as possible, be observed as Labor 
Sunday with appropriate sermons and 
exercises. In 1917 the Federal Council 
issued the first Labor Sunday Message 
and this was continued annually through- 
out the Council’s existence to 1951. Since 
that date, the message has been issued by 
the successor National Council of 
Churches. 

Pastors and local church people 
throughout the country bring widespread 
attention to the message in many ways 
in their churches, communities, and labor 
unions. 

In the congregation it is distributed at 
the morning service; read as a part of 
the service; used in the sermon; presented 
and discussed in adult groups in the 
church school. 

In the community it is distributed or 
read at a Labor Sunday vesper service; 
used in connection with Labor Day ob- 
servances by labor and other community 
groups; read or distributed at union 
meetings. 

By the press and radio it is printed in 
full or quoted in the daily press and other 
publications; read in full or quoted in 
local radio programs. 








worker, and others will doubtless follow. 
The drive for a steady income for wage- 
workers is shown further in various plans 
to supplement unemployment insurance 
by private agreements between labor and 
management. Another proposal to give 
workers greater income security is to 
make employees’ accumulated pension 
benefits transferable, as are social se- 
curity benefits in the event of change of 
employment. The advantages and dis- 
advantages and the effect on our economy 
of such proposals involve both economic 
and moral issues. Christians cannot 
ignore them. 


More Meaningful Living 

At the same time we point out to 
workers as to all people, the danger of 
too great reliance on material values and 
also God’s call to meaningful living 
through fellowship in the Christian com- 
munity. In penitence, the churches seek 
to serve the Master and obey his will by 
proclaiming the dignity and worth of 
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persons and by working for human 
brotherhood. 

The spirit of exploration and experi- 
mentation has been a notable character- 
istic of our American tradition. We be- 
lieve this same spirit should continue to 
prevail as we examine the merits and 
shortcomings of plans to provide security 
of income to wage and salary earners on 
a year-round basis. The best answer 
will probably come forth only after ex- 
tensive trial and error, where men of 
goodwill, mindful of moral principles, 
work together for the good of all. 


Deepest Security Is God 

God’s power in men can lead them 
from selfishness to a broad concern for 
the welfare of all. At the same time men 
will find their deepest security in God 
himself, and in having his power, justice, 
and love work through them. Then they 
will be helping to clear the way for the 
coming of God’s Kingdom on earth as 
it is in heaven. 


The Theme 


The first step 

In thinking about the nature of the 
unity we seek, where may we best start? 
Perhaps with Bishop Angus Dun’s state- 
ment: 


“The nature of the unity we seek 4s 
simply the unity which Jesus Christ is 
seeking to realize in and through his 


people.” 


Discussion: Does this interpretation 
of the theme satisfy the group as a starting 
point? It does not solve the issues, but 
it helps to define them. For example, if 
this statement is accepted, what light does 
it throw upon the motives which should 
impel us to seek for unity? 

The group may suggest various motives 
for greater cooperation: economy in 
church organization; the prestige of 
larger organizations; greater influence on 
civic and national policies; the efficiency 
that comes from eliminating competition; 
the desirability of greater tolerance; en- 
hanced power to resist Roman Catho- 
licism, etc. 

In view of Bishop Dun’s statement, 
should any of these objectives be modi- 
fied, eliminated, or accented ? 

How should our motives differ from 
those which impel people to seek greater 
unity in business and professional life, 
in clubs and philanthropic activities ? 

What motives should govern members 
of every discussion group as they think 
about Christian unity? 


The second step 


At what point have the churches of 
the World Council arrived in their un- 
derstanding of unity? There are ten 
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convictions which recur in the reports of 

many previous conferences: 

“The unity of the church is a given 
unity, in that it has its essential 
reality in Jesus Christ himself... 

“The New Testament teaching on the 
church implies a visible unity, 
which must be made manifest to 
the world... 

“The cooperation of the churches is 
not enough... 

“Continued acquiescence in division is 
contrary to God’s will... 

“A concept of uniformity in structure 
and worship as necessary to Chris- 
tian unity should be rejected . . . 

“Full church unity must be based on 
a large measure of agreement in 
doctrine... 

“Sacramental communion is a neces- 
sary part of full church unity... 

“A ministry acknowledged by every 
part of full church unity... 

“A ministry acknowledged by every 
part of the church and some per- 
manent organ of conference and 
counsel are required. . . . A rigid 
uniformity of governmental struc- 
ture or a structure dominated by a 
centralized administrative author- 
ity are to be avoided .. . 

“The unity of the church depends on 
the renewal of the church... 

“The unity is not to be sought for its 
own sake only, but for the sake of 
the world in which the church per- 
forms its mission of evangelism 

(Sub-committee on Unity, 
“Ecumenical Conversations’’ are being 


sponsored this year by the World Council of 
Churches (OUTLOOK, July 30). 


WCC Central Committee, August 
1955) 
Discussion 

Considering these ten recurrent em- 
phases in previous World Council state- 
ments, each group may ask itself whether 
these emphases may be accepted as pro- 
viding a common starting point. 

If there is objection to some of them, 
on how many of them is genuine con- 
sensus to be found? What additional 
points might be suggested which would 
express the mutual convictions of the 
group? The secretary may well sum- 
marize the discussion by reading the list 
of statements on which the group is 
agreed in its initial discussion. 


Readings 

Evanston Assembly: Report of the 
Faith and Order Section 

Essays by W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, Ecu- 
menical Review, 1955 

Bilheimer, R. S., The Quest for Chris- 
tian Unity 

Jenkins, D., The Strangeness of the 
Church. 

Series of essays in Christian Century 
1956 and in Action (National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals) beginning 
December 1955. 


Projects 

The theme is itself an invitation for 
every conversation-group to formulate its 
own conception of the nature of the unity 
we should seek. Let each member accept 
the task of preparing a provisional an- 
swer. The secretary may correlate these 
statements and report their common or 
divergent accents as a basis for the second 
discussion. Or the initial statements 
might be filed until the final session of 
the group, when they could be taken up 
and revised in the light of the total study. 


First Music Conference 
Enrolls 151 Participiants 


The first Presbyterian, U. S., confer- 
ence on church music, held in early Au- 
gust, was pronounced a big success by 
participants and observers. 

Sponsored by the Council on Church 
Music of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion and directed by Dr. James R. Syd- 
nor of the Assembly’s Training School, 
the conference enrolled 151 church musi- 
cians who came from every Southern 
state and some beyond. 

Classes in rehearsal methods, hym- 
nology, choir direction, repertory, wor- 
ship and music led up to a final sacred 
concert before several thousand people. 
A 40-voice children’s choir was led by 
Mrs. T. J. Ingram, head of the music 
department of Lynchburg (Va.) College 
and the 160-voice adult choir was led 
by Dr. R. W. Bedford of Austin College. 

Plans are being made for next year’s 
conference to be held again at Montreat, 
N.C. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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SCOTLAND NEWS LETTER 


Serious Decisions Ahead 
By GEORGE C. CAMERON 


General Assemblies are old news by 
this time of year, and the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland finished 
its deliberations three months ago. Some 
first impressions have faded, but the out- 
standing ones are all the clearer and the 
general assessment of the church’s work 
as reflected in its 1956 Assmbly is prob- 
ably all the sounder for the delay. 


Little in the way of controversial fire- 
works was let off this year, though there 
was forthright speaking on some issues. 
But there is general agreement as to a 
new note of confident purpose which was 
repeatedly sounded this year. 

This is not due to anything exceptional 
in the way of encouragement that was 
to be found in the printed reports. Some 
of these, indeed, contained information 
far from comforting, and one or two out- 
lined situations of increasing complexity 
and difficulty. The church was asked to 
face frankly the continued inadequacy of 
her members’ giving, the persistent short- 
age of candidates for the ministry and 
the foreign field, the extraordinary frus- 
trations met by its Jewish Mission Com- 
mittee in its work in Egypt and Israel, 
and the urgency of the need in her new 
housing areas which has now involved 
the Church Extension Committee in an 
accumulated deficit of a quarter of a 
million pounds, and will require two 
million before the need is met. 


Challenges to Face 


The essential vitality of the church 
as represented by its ministers and elders, 
however, was demonstrated by the As- 
sembly’s readiness to face these challenges 
in a spirit of adaptability and determina- 
tion, and several decisions were made 
which may call for some overhaul of the 
church’s organizational machinery and 
require serious discussion and action at 
kirk session and presbytery levels. 

Moreover, against the tale of frustra- 
tions and failures there could be set 
evidence of hope and illustrations of 
positive advance. The Tell Scotland 
Movement has reached a stage where cer- 
tain tensions are arising in connection 
with the church’s policy of mission—a 
situation which deserves a separate re- 
port, but which in itself is token of the 
liveness of the whole issue of evangelism 
today. 

Perhaps the most memorable of the 
evening sessions was that of the Home 
Board, when three young ministers from 
Church Extension charges thrilled the 
Assembly with their accounts of the re- 
sponse which is rewarding their hard 
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work among the 25% of Scotland’s pop- 
ulation which now lives in new housing 
areas. 

Interim reports on the conversations 
with the Presbyterian and Episcopal 
Church, and from the commissions which 
are re-studying the church’s mind on 
baptism and on the re-marriage of di- 
vorced persons, show that next year’s 
Assembly may be called on to take serious 
decisions on these matters. A report on 
the ingathering of funds will give finan- 
cial boards a clear lead and much prac- 
tical aid in tackling the question of 
Christian liberality at the congregational 
level. 

Even the Saturday session, generally 
regarded as dull because it deals mainly 
with petitions, had an unusual and en- 
couraging interest because of an Ameri- 
can licentiate’s petition for admission to 
the ministry of the Church of Scotland. 
When he explained that he would not 


meanwhile apply for naturalization as a 
British citizen because as such he would 
be permitted to take no more than 35 
pounds out of the country if he were to 
visit his relatives in the States, the Prin- 
cipal Clerk solemnly warned him that if 
he became a minister of the Church of 
Scotland he might not be able to afford 
even as much! But his petition was 
granted. 


Deepest Security Is God 

One-half hour, on the third day of 
the Assembly, will not be forgotten. This 
was when the Synod of the Original Se- 
cession Church was received back into 
the church from which their forefathers, 
223 years before, seceded on the issue of 
patronage. It is not without blood and 
tears that the relation between church and 
state has been established on a basis 
which enables the church to make a 
national witness yet not at the cost of 
dependence of the state. But the wounds 
of that century-long conflict are healing, 
and the Assembly felt no deeper thrill 
of gratitude to God than at that moment 
when the descendants of the seceding 
Erskines took their full place again with- 
in their ancestral spiritual home: 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Ernest 
Trice Thompson, church history professor at 
Union Seminary (Va.) and Outlook co-editor; 
and Dwight M. Chalmers, editor of the John 
Knox Press. 


CHRIST AND SECULAR HISTORY 


Is there any record in secular history 
referring to Christ? 


THOMPSON: Yes, there are references 
to Christ in secular history. The earliest 
such reference which has come down 
to us is one by the Roman historian, 
Tacitus, writing about 112 A.D. Tacitus 
mentions the crucifixion of Jesus under 
Pilate and the persecution of his follow- 
ers under Nero in A.D. 64. Another 
Latin historian, Suetonius, writing a 
little later than Tacitus, also refers to 
the persecution of the Christians under 
Nero, and indicates that there were fol- 
lowers of Christ in Rome as early as 
52 A.D. Pliny, the Roman governor of 
Bithynia, wrote a letter to the Emperor 
Trajan in A.D. 112, in which he de- 
scribed at some length how the Christians 
worshipped Christ as God. 

There are also some references to Jesus 
in the writings of Josephus, an early 
Jewish historian, but these references 
seem to have been changed or altered by 
later writers, so that we cannot be sure 
what Josephus actually wrote. 

We find, as a matter of fact, just about 


what we would have a right to expect. 
At first there were only slight references 
to the Christian movement by secular 
writers. Then, as the Christian move- 
ment began to grow, there were large 
scale attacks. 


HOLD FAST 
Please discuss Rev. 3:11: “Hold 
fast which thou hast that no man take 
thy crown.” 


CHALMERS: It is good to know that 
people are reading the Book of Revela- 
tion. Rightly understood, it is one of 
the easiest books in the Bible to appre- 
ciate and to comprehend—that is, when 
one realizes that the language is often 
figurative and that the concrete figures 
are nearly always representative of ideas, 
great religious ideas. However, in this 
particular passage, the word crown stands 
for the gift or reward of eternal life and 
it belongs to those who are faithful to 
Christ. The church in ancient Philadel- 
phia, as one can see from this passage, 
is suffering persecution. ‘The members 
of the church are weak in strength, but 
have been loyal to Christ, and so as a 
warning and as a promise, Jesus says to 
them, “Behold I come quickly; hold fast 
that which thou hast that no man take 
thy crown.” Loyalty to Christ now is 
rewarded by the crown of eternal life. 
That is the thing that we gain by being 
steadfast in our obedience to him, in our 
confession of faith in him, in our readi- 
ness to bear witness to his name. 
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EDITORIAL 


Question 


Doesn’t it strike you as a bit odd that 
some men will rally with enthusiasm to 
a church attendance campaign sponsored 
by a secular or patriotic organization to 
which they belong but are cold to the 
most urgent appeals to join in a visitation 
evangelism or other church attendance 
effort sponsored by their own congrega- 
tion or group of churches? 

Such a program was announced re- 
cently in Nashville, Tenn., accompanied 
by a plan to provide scholarships and 
fellowship to seminaries, research fel- 
lowships in Christian studies and other 
projects. 

Where interdenominational effort is 
possible, this is the place for development 
of a strong council of churches. Efforts 
to take over part of the church’s program 
may be explained by (1) outside groups 
or “substitute churches” that want to 
get the churches told, or (2) churches 
with no real program or worthwhile ac- 
tivity for their laymen. 














Clarification and Correction 


It has been called to our attention that 
our reference to The Christian Beacon 
(April 30 and May 7) and its copies 
which go to people, unsolicited and un- 
paid for by them, was not entirely ac- 
curate and we wish here to clarify the 
situation as we understand it. 

The Beacon which serves the cause of 
the schismatic Bible Presbyterians, was 
described in our April 30 news story as 
“sent free of charge through the mails.” 

As pointed out in the longer story of 
May 7, what we meant was that the paper 
is free of charge to people who receive it. 
That is, we have yet to find a minister 
or anyone who is circularized by this 
weekly who will admit to having paid a 
subscription for it. 

The postal regulations require that at 
least 50 per cent of the published sub- 
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scription price shall be paid formally by 
someone—either the recipient, or someone 
who sends the paper as a gift. There is 
no such thing under postal regulations 
as a free paper that can be sent at the 
second class mailing rate—not even ad- 
vertisers’ copies. The regulation is not 
met by paying the printer’s bill and the 
other costs of publishing the paper. It 
is met only by a formal payment of at 
least half of the published subscription 
price. 

What we were attempting to make clear 
in our discussion was that the mails are 
flooded with this publication going to 
people who themselves seem not to have 
paid any subscription fee for it. 





Wilbur La Roe Says: 





Niebuhr versus Graham. Dr. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr’s criticism of Billy Gra- 
ham will be well received in some theo- 
logical circles, especially the higher 
circles; but to the average layman, Billy’s 
simple and somewhat emotional appeal 
to people to get back to the Bible and to 
God is comparable to the sensible appeal 
in the field of education to get back to 
readin’, writin’ and ‘rithmetic. In the 
field of religion the Bible is not a bad 
place to start. 


There Is a Difference. Even we 
Christians are prone to forget what a 
radical difference there is (or should be) 
between the Christian way of life and 
the secular way. There is also a radical 
difference between a nation whose Chief 
Executive opens his cabinet meetings 
with prayer and a nation whose leader 
is expert in opening bottles of vodka. 


What Penalty for Segregation? 
Henry Thoreau said: “I wish my coun- 
tryman to consider that whatever the 
human law may be, neither an individual 
nor a nation can ever commit the least 
act of injustice against the obscurist in- 
dividual without having to pay the pen- 
alty for it.” Incidentally, it was Thoreau 
was asked: “If this is a sane world, 
what must a madhouse be?” 


Suez. With new tensions that could 
so easily lead to war, how grateful we 
should be for a president who has the 
poise, the statesmanship and the Chris- 
tian insights to insist upon careful con- 
sideration of the issue and all its impli- 
cations. While we cannot permit one 
intemperate ruler to dominate such an 
international highway, we must in fair- 
ness recognize that the Suez Canal lies 
wholly within Egypt’s borders. And from 
a Christian view point we must also bear 
in mind that the average personal income 
in Egypt is in the neighborhood of $100 
per year, a fact which alone is almost 
enough to drive Egypt’s president to a 
policy of desperation. When church peo- 
ple think about Egypt in these days they 
should think of Frank C. Laubach’s re- 
minder that “one can pour something of 
the divine into every situation.” Can we 


Christians pour a little of God’s love into 


this dangerous situation? 


Eagles Mere. What a delightful spot 
for a vacation! Not often does one find 
a lovely lake nestled so beautifully in 
the very crest of a mountain. And a 
delightful little Presbyterian Church 
which is filled every Summer Sunday. 
Among the preachers this year: Dr. Ben 
Lacy, Dr. Raymond Lindquist, Dr. Hans 
Hoffman and Dr. Clarence E. Macartney. 


Washington, D. C. 


What God Thinks of Us 


The Lord Jesus helps us think the very thoughts of God, to see life as he beholds 
it, and to will to do the holy will of the Eternal. The New Testament admonishes 
us to have that mind which was in Christ Jesus our Lord, and to love God with our 
minds. A helpful form of prayer is to be alone in quietness and wait for the word 
of God, with eagerness to hear and readiness to do. He puts thoughts into our minds 
and enables us to think with clarity. Bring every wandering idea under the scrutiny 


of the query: how does this appear to God? 


Holmes prompt you: 


Could my heart but see 
Creation as God sees it—from with- 
in; 
See his grace behind its beauty, see 
his will behind its force; 

See the flame of life shoot upward 
when the April days begin; 
See the wave of life rush outward 
from its pure eternal source; 
Could I see the summer sunrise glow 
with God’s transcendent hope; 
See his peace upon the waters in the 
moonlight summer night; 


Living with Peace of Mind . 


Let these lines of Edmond G. A. 


See him nearer still when, blinded, 
in the depths of gloom I grope— 

See the darkness flash and quiver 
with the gladness of his light; 

Could I see the red-hot passion of his 
love resistless burn 

Through the dumb despair of winter, 
through the frozen lifeless clod; 

Could I see what lies around me as 
God sees it, 

I should learn 

That its outward life is nothing, that 

its inward life is God. 


. by Kirby Page 
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CANDLES AND THE SUN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Some say [you are| one of the proph- 
ets.” Matthew 16:14 


HE DEAD SEA Scrolls have now 

made Life Magazine. Popularizing 
can go no further. Beginning with Ed- 
mund Wilson’s now famous article in the 
New Yorker there has been a growing 
popular acquaintance with at least the 
outlines of what scholars had been know- 
ing for some years, the discovery of docu- 
ments from a community of Essenes, a 
religious sect centered around the Dead 
Sea area. 

Some people have been alarmed lest 
the discoveries—which are still being 
made, deciphered and interpreted—will 
somehow upset the Christian faith. The 
Pope even had to come out with the state- 
ment that no Catholic has anything to 
fear from the scrolls. The present writer 
agrees fully with his Holiness, but would 
change “Catholic” to “Christian” to get 
us all in. 

In fact, it is a little amusing to see 
how jittery some people have been over 
these Dead Sea Scrolls. Here was a 
sect known as the Essenes. They were 
much like some of the people we meet 
in the New Testament. Maybe some of 
the early Christians, maybe even John 
the Baptist and some of the disciples, 
were Essenes? Well, that is no new 
theory. The existence of this sect has 
never been forgotten, and in the writer’s 
time at seminary as a student, the theory 
was encountered that there was some ccn- 
nection between the first disciples, es- 
pecially those that came by way of John 
the Baptist, and the Essenes. That would 
be no more astonishing than familiar fact 
that some of Jesus’ followers were Phari- 
sees, and that many of the early Chris- 
tians were or had been priests—presum- 
ably Sadducees. Why not Essenes? 


HERE is another thought that 

troubles some people, however, and 
it is this that prompts these lines. In 
the Scrolls there is a good deal said about 
a Teacher of Righteousness who got into 
a conflict with a wicked priest and (per- 
haps) lost his life as a martyr. Now it 
has been suggested, by certain writers 
who do not believe in Christianity to 
begin with (one confesses himself neither 
Christian nor Jew), that it was this 
Teacher of Righteousness who is the 
original of the Jesus of the gospel story. 
Either Jesus did not exist, but is a fic- 
tional character modeled after the Es- 
senic Teacher, or he deliberately modeled 
himself after that Teacher, or the story 
of Jesus was doctored so as to resemble 
that of the Teacher, point by point. In 
other words, our Jesus is not an original 
but an imitation, either self-made or 
made by tradition into another man’s 
likeness. 
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All this has been discussed by com- 
petent and readable scholars. (See, for 
example, Millar Burrows: The Dead 
Sea Scrolls. Viking Press, 1955.) The 
one point to be noted here is this notion 
that if Jesus was like the Teacher of 
Righteousness, he was not unique, and 
therefore the Christian religion is all a 
mistake. Three or four remarks are in 
order. 

We can dismiss without interest the 
suggestion that Jesus was only a fictional 
character. This has been suggested be- 
fore, and refuted before, enough times 
so that nobody with historical good sense 
need be bothered by the notion. 

We can also dismiss the idea that the 
gospel story was re-told, from something 
originally different, in the light of, and 
in deliberate imitation of, the picture the 
Scrolls give of the Teacher of Righteous- 
ness. If this was the case, it was a bad 
job. There are too many points of dif- 
ference. It would be like some future 
theorizer who, observing that Lincoln 
and Andrew Jackson had something in 
common, would therefore conclude that 
Amercian histories of Lincoln had been 
remodeled to make his picture like that 
of Jackson! 

We may observe, in passing, that the 
theory of similarilty has been pushed too 
far, in the judgment of most scholars and 
archaeologists; but in any case was 
hatched and fostered by writers who were 
hostile or negative to Christianity in the 
first place. 

However, it can be freely admitted that 
a person familiar with the Gospels, on 
reading the Scrolls for the first time 
(those that have to do with the Teacher— 
many do not) would find the Teacher 
reminding them of Jesus. Likewise, a 
person familiar with the Scrolls but not 
with the Gospels, if such persons exist, 
would, on reading the Gospels, be re- 
minded of the Teacher of Righteousness. 
There are certainly resemblances, some 
very striking. 


UT what does this prove? 

It does not destroy the uniqueness 
of Jesus, that he resembled men of pow- 
er and insight in the realm of the spirit, 
in times before his own. This is an old 


story. Jesus did not resent it. Men 
called him Prophet, and he never refused 
the title. They called him Teacher, and 
he used the same word for himself. He 
was so much like the old prophets that 
he was given their names, by some: 
Elijah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist. What 
would you expect? If the Incarnation 
was real, if God was to be manifest to men 
“in the flesh,” then surely the Incarnate 
One would have a discernible resem- 
blance to godly men of old. And if there 
were godly men unknown to us, is that 
surprising? The Scrolls have made us 
familiar with one; such men are not too 
numerous, but the sands of time have 
blown over the names of many another. 
If some future time reveals their exist- 
ence, again no one need be surprised or 
alarmed. 

The simple truth is this: Wherever 
in the world, whenever in history, men 
at their highest have seen or dreamed 
of the Ideal Man, Jesus resembles that 
man. If he did not, if Jesus was cut 
from a pattern so totally different from 
Jeremiah or John the Baptist or any 
Teacher or Righteousness then no one 
would ever guess a connection, then we 
would have good reason to doubt that 
Jesus is truly God’s Word to us. 

And even if (though this is pure as- 
sumption, not supported by anything def- 
inite in the Scrolls) the assertion of some 
of the commentators is true, that the 
Essenes’ Teacher was crucified, that 
would be a long way from destroying the 
uniqueness of Jesus. The “blood of the 
prophets,” men who died because they 
would not be silent in the face of evil, 
is all across history. The New Testa- 
ment writers knew this; but they also 
knew that the blood of Jesus speaks 
“more graciously than the blood of Abel.” 
However many have been “crucified with 
him,” there is only one Cross, and it 
is his who, though brother to all who do 
the will of God, is nevertheless the First 
Born among many brothers, among all 
sons of God, the one eternal Son of God. 


HEN it was first said that the sun 

is fire, there were voices raised in 
dismay. How can the sky hold what is 
only what we see in every candle-flame? 
But candles are flame, and the sun is 
flame; it does not lessen its glory that like 
the candles, it too is fire; for its burning 
is of another kind. 
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United Presbyterian Men 
Organize to Halt Merger 

PITTSBURGH, PA. (RNS)—Twenty lay- 
men of the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America organized here a com- 
mittee to sprearhead opposition to that 
communion’s proposed merger with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. 

Union of the two church bodies was 
approved by their respective General As- 
semblies last spring and sent down to the 
presbyteries of both denominations for 
ratification (OUTLOOK, June 25, July 2). 
The merger would create a United Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA with a com- 
bined membership of about 3,000,000— 
of which some 245,000 would come from 
the present United Presbyterian Church. 

Under the leadership of James B. 
Graham, temporary chairman, the com- 
mittee sent letters to more than 900 
United Presbyterian ministers and elders 


asking for the names of persons who 
might feel the committee’s position ‘“‘de- 
serves a hearing.” 

Organizers of the group earlier had 
listened to a talk by Talmadge Wilson, 
a missionary awaiting appointment to the 
Sudan, who told them that “any time we 
make the tent bigger to take in folks with 
other beliefs, we must sacrifice or com- 
promise some of our own.” 

William E. Baird, a committee spokes- 
man, said the group’s members do not 
“like to think of ourselves as blockaders.”’ 

“We like to think of this in a positive 
way,” he said. “We just want to pro- 
mote and preserve the work of the United 
Presbyterian Church.” 


Louisiana Pulls Out 
Of Palmer Support 


On October 1 the Synod of Louisiana 
will stop its support and relationship to 
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Palmer Orphanage in Columbus, Mis- 
sissippi. A like action had already been 
taken by the Synod of Mississippi, leav- 
ing that institution completely in the 
hands of the Columbus church. Difficul- 
ties in working out policies with the 
trustees of the church brought about the 
termination of the relationship on the 
part of both synods. 

At the meeting of the Synod of Lou- 
isiana in Ruston in mid-summer it was 
voted that a new program of child care 
be established in that synod. The re- 
sults of studies which have been under- 
taken during the past two years will form 
the basis for the new program. 

An emergency campaign of $45,000 
was authorized to meet rising needs for 
student centers within the synod. 

A foundation was established which is 
authorized to receive funds for benevo- 
lences, with the hope that among other 
things gifts which are received by the 
foundation may eventually provide the 
major financial resource for a ministry 
to children and care of the aged. 

One program of the synod featured the 
establishment of Presbyterianism in 
America with Walter D. Langtry, of New 
Orleans, speaking, and Penrose C. St. 
Amant, professor of church history at 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary, talking 
on Presbyterianism in Louisiana. Dr. St. 
Amant has been commissioned by the 
Board of Publications for the synod to 
write a book on the history of the Pres- 
byterian church of Louisiana. Antici- 
pated next year, the book is to be called 
“If God Be for Us.” 

Claude D. Wardlaw, Lake Charles 
pastor, succeeded Dr. O. M. Anderson 
of Bastrop as Moderator. 

The benevolence budget for the com- 
ing year totals $345,78.00. 


Oklahoma Studies Possible 


Realignment of Presbyteries 
A possible realignment of presbyteries 

is being considered by the Synod of Ok- 

lahoma, as in other synods. A separate 
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presbytery for Indians has always con- 
stituted one of Oklohoma’s three, but 
there was some talk at the recent meeting 
in Oklahoma City looking toward a di- 
vision along geographical lines. This 
will be considered at a called meeting 
within the next sixty days, but it seems 
clear there will be no such division unless 
an association of Presbyterian Indians 
on a fellowship basis can be established. 

The called meeting of the synod will 
also consider the possibility of a special 
financial campaign, which will be for 
the benefit of educational institutions 
which it supports and possibly some other 
causes like establishment of a fund for 
new work. 

H. Harold Wells, Jr., Oklahoma City 
pastor, succeeded William W. Travis, 
also of Oklohama City, as Moderator. 

The meeting was held at Southminster 
Church, Oklahoma City, where the retir- 
ing Moderator is pastor. 

Next year’s meeting will be held at 
the Goodland Indian Orphanage. 


U. S. Church Agencies 
Show Increased Receipts 


Seven months’ benevolence receipts 
show Presbyterian, U. S., agencies con- 
tinuing a steady movement ahead of last 
year. Through July 31 the receipts 
showed : 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $160,- 
714 ($127,345 same date last year); 
36% of the year’s budget (29% same 
date last year). 

Christian Education (Richmond), 
$154,064 ($130,070); 29% (24.3%). 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $396,045 
($348,843); 28.29% (24.91%). 

General Fund (Atlanta), $247,673 
(210,401) ; 29.26% (27%); Interchurch 
Agencies, $7,560 ($6,452); 35.1% 
(32.7%). 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,767,- 
019 ($1,424,919); 58.9% (46.7%). 


S. C. Synod Withdraws 
From State Council 


After voting last year to join and par- 
ticipafe in the now forming State Coun- 
cil of Churches, the Synod of South Caro- 
lina voted at its recent meeting to have 
nothing to do with it. 

An overture to the synod which met at 
Eastminster Church in Columbia ex- 
pressed the opinion of Harmony Presby- 
tery that the synod should withdraw from 
the movement. Actual organization of 
the Council is contingent upon approval 
by the required number of Protestant 
denominations, so the recent vote has 
eliminated one of those. 

State Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Taylor H. Stukes was named the synod’s 
moderator, succeeding H. A. Knox of 
Andrews. Mr. Stukes is an elder in the 
church at Manning and was South Ca- 
rolina’s representative in the negotiations 
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concerning union with the USA and 
United Presbyterian bodies. 

The Stewardship budget approved by 
the synod was the largest in history— 
$776,228. 

Plans are moving ahead on behalf of 
a Presbyterian home for the aged at 
Summerville, involving construction of a 
$250,000 building. Future expansion is 
expected to enable the institution to care 
for one hundred people. 

An overture from Pee Dee Presbytery 
was approved, asking the trustees of 
Presbyterian College to study the ad- 
visability of making the next project in 
the college’s development the dormitory 
for girls. The Clinton institution now 
enrolls co-eds, but has no facilities on 
the campus for housing them. 

Next year’s meeting will be held in 
Rock Hill July 23, with Winthrop Col- 
lege facilities being used. 


Church Group Protest 
Kills Betting Plan 


ADRIAN, MicH. (RNS) — Following 
sharp protests from two Lenawee County 


church organizations, the County Fair 
board decided to drop plans to permit 
parimutuel betting during the harness 
racing. 

The Lenawee County Ministerial As- 
sociation and the Adrian Council of 
Churches had announced that if betting 
was allowed, they would move the fair’s 
annual religious service from the fair- 
grounds to nearby Adrian College. 

The fair, which opens Sept. 16, always 
is launched with a religious service. Sept. 
16 falls on Sunday. In previous years, 
the fair also always has started on Sun- 
day. 

Clarence Kleidinst, fair board presi- 
dent, declared that “after a full investi- 
gation, the board has decided to drop 
plans for parimutuel betting for the 1956 
fair.” 

The board had moved to allow the 
betting on the grounds that it would 
increase attendance and revenue at the 
horse races. The church groups had em- 
phasized that they were opposed to gam- 
bling “on principle and believe its ex- 
pansion weakens the moral fibre of the 
community.” 

The Lenawee County Grange, Farm 
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Bureau and 4-H Club also joined in pro- 
testing against horse race betting at the 
fair. 


Eye Bank Succeeds 


FREIBURG, GERMANY (RNS) — The 
Catholic Work for the Blind announced 
“an extremely wide response” to its ap- 
peal asking Germans to agree to have 
their eyes removed immediately after 
death so the corneas can be transplanted 
to the eyes of blind persons. 

The organization said it had received 
enough pledges to cover the demand for 
many years. 

Its appeal was prompted by the recent 
deathbed gesture of an Italian priest, 
Father Carlo Gnocchi of Milan, who 
willed his epes to a blind boy and girl. 
When he died his eyes were at once 
removed and the corneas grafted on to 
the eyes of the two youths. 

The Catholic Work for the Blind said 
pledges had come from people of all de- 
nominations and walks of life. It said 
a German mother offered one of her eyes 
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to a French child, while a Protestant 
pastor expressed the wish to donate his 
eyes to a blind Catholic priest. 


Now Available: Record 
Of Your Congressman 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—A com- 
pilation of voting records of both House 
and Senate members on key issues in the 
84th Congress has been published here 
by 13 Protestant denominational agencies 
under the title “The Christian Citizen 
Looks at Congress.” 


The document, giving the record of all 
531 members of the House and Senate, 
was compiled by the Friends (Quakers) 
Committee on National Legislation in 
cooperation with 12 other agencies. It 
is expected that several hundred thou- 
sand copies will be distributed before the 
November election. 

The church groups make no attempt 
to indicate whether members voted 
“right” or “wrong” from their point of 
view, presenting the record with an in- 
troduction that cautions, “Bills brought 
to a rollcall vote are seldom narrowed 
down to a single issue.” 

“Before you vote,” they advise the 
citizen, “take time to study these issues 
and the stand of your candidates. Chris- 
tians should help to determine public 
policy—putting the general welfare of 
the people before personal gain and in- 
terest. This is their Christian respon- 
sibility.” 

Key issues in the House and Senate 
selected for the compilation include the 
1955 Housing Act authorizing $200 
million for slum clearance; Social Se- 
curity Act amendments lowering the age 
for widow’s benefits to 62 and providing 
disability insurance at 50; raising the 
minimum hourly wage from 75 cents to 
$1.00; and Federal aid to education. 


Other issues are U.N. Technical As- 
sistance appropriations; Agricultral Act 
of 1956 which would have raised price 
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2 
To make no mistakes is not 
in the power of man; but from 
their errors and mistakes the 
wise and good learn wisdom for 
the future.—Plutarch. 











supports to a rigid 90 per cent of parity; 
the Reserve Forces Act which introduced 
a modified UMT program; and a foreign 
policy resolution giving the President the 
right to intervene if Red China attacked 
Formosa. 

Sponsoring the production and distri- 
bution of the voting record are social ac- 
tion agencies of the American Baptist 
Convention, Congregational Christian 
Churches, Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, the American Lutheran Church, 
the United Lutheran Church, and the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. 

Also, the Brethren Service Commission, 
National Lutheran Council’s Division of 
Public Relations, social welfare depart- 
ment of the United Christian Missionary 
Society (Disciples of Christ) and three 
Methodist agencies—Board of Temper- 
ance, Board of World Peace and Wom- 
an’s Division of Christian Service. 


Merger of Student 
Groups Is Urged 


HANOVER, IND. (RNS)—Union of the 
student movements of four Protestant de- 
nominations was recommended at the 
annual meeting here of the National 
Council of the Westminster Fellowship, 
youth organization of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. 

Thomas Woehrle, the organization’s 
college work chairman, read the proposal 
which was issued jointly by the West- 
minster Fellowship, the Disciples (of 
Christ) Student Fellowship, and the 
United Student Fellowship (of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church and 
the Congregational-Christian Churches). 

The document urged that members of 
the four campus groups “explore the 
possibility of effecting an organic union.” 

Sitting in on the preservation of the 
proposal as observers were representatives 
of the National Council for Youth of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. They sug- 
gested the latter group might wish to join 
in exploration of the merger plan. 

The national councils of the youth 
movements of the Presbyterian, USA, 
Presbyterian, U.S., and United Presby- 
terian Churches held their annual meet- 
ings here simultaneously with some joint 
sessions. 
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The Source of Human Conflict 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 9, 1956 
James 3:4-5; 4:1-12 


Life is torn by conflict—conflict with- 
out, between nations, races, classes, 
parties and factions; conflicts within, be- 
tween our various impulses and desires. 
In chapters 3 and 4 of his epistle James 
deals with two sources of such conflict. 


|. An Unbridled Tongue, 
James 3:1-12 


1. Its Importance, 3:1-2. James be- 
gins his statement with a warning to 
teachers (not ‘‘masters’” as in the KJv): 
“Let not many of you become teachers, 
my brethren, for you know that we who 
teach shall be judged with greater strict- 
ness.” As Dr. E. C. Caldwell has pointed 
out: 


“The early Christians carefully selected 
properly qualified persons as teachers of 
new converts. In 45 to 50 A.D. the prob- 
able date of the Epistle, there was no 
written gospel; the sayings and doing of 
our Lord in the days of his flesh had not 
yet been committed to writing; the gospel 
was as yet oral tradition. It was the 
church’s most precious possession. The 
sacred treasure was sedulously guarded, 
preserved inviolate, and transmitted unim- 
paired. It was committed to faithful men 
who in turn were able to teach others 
(2 Tim. 2:3).... 


“In the churches to which he writes 
James is persuaded that too many are 
seeking the office of teacher. He warns 
them that the position, while honorable, 
involves the greatest responsibility, that 
God will hold the teacher to the strictest 
account, and if unfaithful to or negligent 
of his sacred trust will visit him in the 
Judgment Day with a punishmcnt heavier 
than that of the rank and file.” 


Dr. Sugden adds: 


“In young and isolated churches there 
is always a danger that zealous but ig- 
norant men may set themselves up as 
teachers. Many religious leaders have had 
to meet this tendency among their fol- 
lowers. There is the same danger to be 
guarded against in the churches today. 
Zeal and piety are not sufficient qualifica- 
tions without due study and preparation.” 
—Abingdon Bible Commentary. 


James goes on to point out that proper 
control of the tongue is a proof of Chris- 
tian maturity not only in the teacher 
but in us all: “For we all make many 
mistakes. Anyone who never makes a 
mistake in what he says has a character 
that is fully developed and is able to 
control his whole body as well” (Good- 
speed). This point is illustrated by a 
picture of a spirited horse, controlled by 
the bit in his mouth; and by that of a 
ship whose course is easily determined 
by the one who holds the helm. 

No man can become perfect in this 
life. James’ point is that a man who 
can control his tongue has self-command 
enough to control his entire body. As 
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Moffatt says: 


“This is an exaggeration: some of the 
most reticent men have by no means been 
able to control their sensual passions.” 
Nonetheless it has essential truth. Men 
who find it easy to avoid other sins, sin 
frequently with their tongues. The man 
who never says an untrue thing, a bitter 
thing, a misleading thing, an unkind thing 
is rare indeed.” 

2. Its Danger, 3:3-6. James reminds 
us of the power of little things. A small 
bit controls the horse; a little rudder the 
ship; so, 

“The human tongue is physically small, 
but what tremendous effects it can boast 
of! A whole forest can be set ablaze by 
a tiny spark of fire [from a cigarette, for 
example, thrown carelessly from a speed- 
ing car], and the tongue is as dangerous 
as any fire with vast potentialities for 
evil. It can poison the whole body, it can 
make the whole of life a blazing hell.” 
(James 3:5-6, as translated by J. B. Phil- 
lips in his Letters to Young Churches) 

“The tongue is a fire.” A fire which 
can set a home or a church or a com- 
munity, or a nation, or a world ablaze. 
It can destroy friendships, poison com- 
munity relations, and “make the fellow- 
ship of a church a blasphemy against the 
love of God.” 


3. Its Difficulty, 3:7-8. James has 
spoken of the danger of an uncontrolled 
tongue. In these verses he points out 
how difficult it is to control the tongue. 

“Every kind of beast and bird, reptile, 
and fish, is from time to time and has 
actually been tamed. Man has made the 
winds, the lightnings, waterfalls, minerals 
—all the forces of nature—to submit to 
him and serve his purpose. There is no 
jungle, inhabited ‘by wild, ferocious ani- 
mals, which he is afraid to enter. Without 
dread of sea monsters he sails the seven 
seas. The animals and the mighty forces 
of nature are obedient to his will’ (Cald- 
well). 


But the tongue no man can tame; 
it is a restless evil; it full of deadly poi- 
son. ‘The figure here seems to be that 
of a dangerous serpent which instills 
into our bodies the deadily venom of mis- 
representation, of rancorous or slander- 


ous speech. “No human being can tame 
the tongue.” “James is not considering 


here what can be done by grace and the 
spiirt of God. He means that by nature 
the gift of speech is less commonly 
brought under control of man than are the 
fiercest of the beasts about him.” 

4. Its Duplicity, 3:9-12. To be con- 
sistent, the tongue which blesses God 
should also bless men who are made in 
the image of God. But we are not con- 
sistent. ‘With it we bless the Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse men who 
are made in the likeness of God” (3:9). 


Moffatt thinks that James was thinking 
particularly of teachers and preachers 
who uttered lofty sentiments and voiced 
spiritual truths before their congrega- 
tions, and then gave way to bitterness in 
controversy, even cursing those who op- 
posed them. But his words apply to all. 

“Talk about religion among ordinary 
members of the church might be whole- 
some, but the same people were guilty of 
spitefulness and scandal in social inter- 
course, inflaming the passions of others 
by cruel, careless words, or poisoning the 
mind by insinuations.” 

It is even worse when Christians speak 
scornfully or derogatorily of an entire 
class or nation or race. ‘My brethren,” 
says James, “this ought not to be so.” 
It ought not to be so, and it need not be. 
By the grace of God we can learn to 
control even our tonuges. But it may 
require a radical transformation of our 
character. 

As James proceeds to point out, a fig 
tree dues not yield olives, a pure fountain 
does not yield bitter water (3:11-12). A 
bitter tongue, then, is proof of a bitter 
nature. Our real character finds expres- 
sion through our tongues. Our tongue 
then will be used aright only as we grow 
in the likeness of Christ. 


For Consideration 

Do teachers today need to be encour- 
aged or discouraged? Do we have too 
many teachers or too few? What are 
the opportunities in your church for the 
training of teachers? What about men 
and women who set up themselves as self- 
appointed critics of the authorized teach- 
ers of the church? Are teachers the 
only ones who receive heavier judgment? 
Who else? Why is it so difficult to 
control the tongue. How can we keep 
from saying things which hurt? What 
are some of the sins of the tongue (Think, 
for example, of the unchaste tongue, the 
cruel tongue, the idle tongue, the thought- 
less tongue, the sarcastic tongue, the lying 
tongue)? How does the tongue defile 
the body? What are some of the fires 
that the tongue can kindle in society? Is 
it right that we should be judged by 
“every idle word” (Mt. 12-36)? Jesus 
does not mean that idle words are wrong, 
but that they reveal our true character, 
whether good or evil. What is the 
danger of an ‘‘argumentative spirit”? Of 
partisanship? Is it true that ‘“Chris- 
tianity cannot be defended or advanced 
except in the Christian spirit”? James 
speaks of the great harm which the tongue 
can do. Think about the other side, the 
great good which the tongue can ac- 
complish. What would you suggest ? 


Il. Unbridled Desires, James 4:1-12 

Many of life’s unnecessary conflicts 
are due to unbridled tongues; but if we 
probe deeper we will agree that a more 
potent cause, and one that is responsible 
for much misuse of the tongue is un- 
bridled desires. ‘What causes wars and 
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what causes fighting among you?” asks 
James. He is not thinking merely of 
wars between nations, but of various 
kinds of strife between individuals and 
groups, and within the individual him- 
self, the tensions and strife that bring 
unhappiness and often nervous and men- 
tal breakdown, the private quarrels and 
lawsuits, the social rivalries, political 
factions and religious controversies that 
tear the fabric of our society and mar its 
peace and harmony. 

“Can’t you see that they arise from 
conflicting passions within yourselves?” 
James continues, according to Phillips’ 
paraphrase. “You crave for something 
and don’t get it, you are jealous and 
envious of what others have got and you 
don’t possess it yourselves. Consequent- 
ly, in your exasperated frustration you 
struggle and fight with one another.” 
More simply most of our conflicts are 
due to unbridled desires (the lust of the 
KJV includes all desires for self-gratifi- 
cation), much of it growing out of an 
unholy desire for keeping up with the 
Joneses. 


“You do not have,” James goes on to 
say, “because you do not ask.” At first 
thought this seems to mean that we do 
not have what we covet, and that for 
which we struggle and fight, because we 
do not ask for it in prayer. Such inter- 
pretation is ruled out by the following 
explanation: “You ask and do not re- 
ceive because you ask wrongly, to spend 
it on your passions.” The first state- 
ment, taken in this particular context, 
must mean then that God is prepared to 
give us what our hearts really desire 
(peace, contentment, perhaps) if only we 
would seek it from his hands. We do not 
find what deep in our hearts we are 
searching for, and God cannot give us 
what we actually ask for (thinking they 
are the means to the end) because we ask 
wrongly, to spend it on our passions. 

And this leads James to speak of that 
love of the world which prompts our un- 





WHAT DO YOU 
WANT MOST? 


Regular deposits in a bank account 
will help you get the things you 
want for better living 


State-Planters 
BANK OF 
Commerce and Trusts 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
Established 1865 


8 Convenient Locations Plus the Auto Bank 
in Richmond and Hopewell, Virginia 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 











14 


bridled desires (vs. 4). As we read this 
verse we need to remember that James 
wrote when Christianity was in its in- 
fancy, when the world as a whole was 
a non-Christian world. The world is 
still far from Christian, but Christian 
influences are found in most of our insti- 
tutions and in many of our customs. 
“The world” as used by James, then, 
means for us the world as organized apart 
from God, and all of its institutions and 
customs so far as it leaves God out of 
account. 

Friendship with this world is enmity 
with God, because the two make con- 
flicting claims upon us. We must yield 
to the one or the other. If we are in 
love with the world then our friendship 
with God will suffer; he will mean less 
and less to us as time goes by. If, on 
the other hand, we are in love with God, 
then “the world” with its false standard 
of values will lose its grip upon us. It 
might help us to be more concrete in our 
thinking. How do the demands of God 
and the demands of “the world” differ 
in the political realm, in the economic 
realm, in the social] realm, in the realm 
of education and amusement and of wor- 
ship? 

Those who do not recognize that there 
is a conflict between the world and God, 
James stigmatizes as “adulterers” (KJv) 
or “unfaithful creatures” (Rsv). In the 
O.T., disloyalty to God is often expressed 
under the figure of marital infidelity. 
For Christians to love the world rather 
than God means disloyalty to the best 
they know, unfaithfulness to the God 
who offers them his love. “Or do you 
suppose it is in vain that the Scripture 
says, ‘He yearns jealously over the spirit 
which he has made to dwell in us.’ This 
rendering of vs. 5 by the rsv is probably 
the best translation of an admittedly dif- 
ficult verse. 

Because God knows the attraction of 
the world, because God loves us and 
longs for our love in return, he offers us 
grace whereby we may overcome “the 
world.” He not only gives us grace, 
but, as James says, “‘more grace.” This 
may mean, as Erdman thinks, that God’s 
infinite love will not allow him to cast us 
off when we have sinned against him, but 
that he is always ready to receive and to 
forgive us when we turn to him. It may 
mean, in addition, that he is eager to 
bless us more and more, that he yearns 
to bless us all up to the limit of our 
capacity. Paul writes that his grace is 
sufficient for all of our needs. This all- 
sufficient grace is available for us, but 
we must be willing to receive it. God is 
willing to bestow upon us more grace 
than we have yet received, but are we 
willing? That is the question which 
James poses. In the rest of the para- 
graph he sets forth some of the condi- 
tions which must be fulfilled on our part 
if divine grace is to flow into our lives 
with all of its saving power. 


First, we must be humble. The proud 
man who feels no need of God’s help 
will never experience the divine grace; 
it is only the humble man who recog- 
nizes his need, confesses his sins, and 
really submits himself to the Lord. To 
submit our wills to him, to seek his 
way for our lives, rather than our own 
way. We must submit to God, on the one 
hand, and on the other, resist the devil— 
to do one without the other would be of 
no avail. Do not presume upon God’s 
goodness, Dr. Erdman comments: 

“Do not weakly yield to temptation; do 
not expect him to keep you from falling 
unless you are resolute in your determina- 
tion and are bravely fighting against sin. 
All theories of Christian experience which 
suggest the inactivity of the human will 
and prescribe mere submission and de- 
pendence on the part of the believers are 
dangerous.” 

Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. Put in impersonal terms, this means 
that every time we put temptation aside, 
it loses something of its power; on the 
other hand, every time we weakly give 
way, the more power it comes to hold 
over our lives. 

How can we find power to resist the 
devil. By drawing near to God in medi- 
tation and prayer, worship and service. 
If we draw nigh to God we shall find 
that he is always ready to draw nigh to 
us. 

And so James returns to the thought 
with which he began. We cannot love 
God and the world, we cannot serve 
God and mammon, we cannot continue 
to be doubleminded, wavering between 
the one and the other, attempting to 
have the best of both. We must choose 
between the one or the other. James 
exhorts us, therefore, to cleanse our 
hands, (i.e., our outward lives) and to 
purify our hearts (our inward lives)— 
i.e., to free them both from all false 
compromise between the world and its 
claims and God and his claims. ‘Be 
wretched and mourn and weep’”—over 
your sins, is what James has in mind, 
particularly over our own sins. In verses 
11 and 12 he warns us against judging 
our neighbor rather than ourselves. He 
is evidently stressing Jesus’ injunction: 
“First take the log out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out your brother’s eye” (Mt. 7:6). 

James does not mean, however, that 
our Christian life is to be an unhappy 
one. Some people, it is charged, have 
only enough religion to make them mis- 


erable. But that is not New Testament 
Christianity. If we follow James’ pre- 


scription, submitting ourselves to God 
and resisting the devil, drawing near to 
him in genuine sorrow and contrition for 
our numerous failures, we shall experi- 
ence the full joy of our salvation. As 
James puts it, ‘‘Humble yourselves be- 
fore the Lord and he will exalt you.” 
Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE HOSTILE MIND. By Leon J. Saul. 
Random House, New York, 211 pp., $3.50. 

Today many leaders in the fields of 
psychology and religion find themselves 
united on the importance of love in the 
development of personality. Few writers 
have examined the sources and conse- 
quence of hate. 


A practicing psychiatrist, Dr. Saul has 
done an excellent job in analyzing the 
various forms of hostility and its mani- 
festations. After starting with the bio- 
logical basis of hostility, he shows how 
it is domesticated in and transmitted by 
relations within the family. From this 
point, Dr. Saul indicates how hate is 
displayed in politics, religion, and per- 
sonal affairs. 

The book is marked throughout by 
clarity and balance. The suggestions for 
the cure and prevention of hostility, like 
the implications of other parts of the 
book are constructive, yet most ministers 
will probably feel, as I did, that the 
writer is unrealistic when he assumes 
that emotional re-education will some day 
banish hate as medicine has eliminated 
smallpox. But regardless of his solu- 
tion, Dr. Saul has done us an important 
service in showing the origins of hate 
in various human relations and how 
hostility works itself out in everyday life, 
for with this help we will be better able 
to develop mature Christian living. 


C. ELtttis NELSON. 





Austin, Texas. 


THE IDEA OF REVELATION IN RECENT 
THOUGHT. By John Baillie. Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, New York. 511 pp., $3. 

Any new book by Principal Baillie 
will be widely read, for two reason: he is 
the ranking Scottish Presbyterian the- 
ologian; and he can write so clearly and 
briefly that ministers and trained lay- 
men can understand him. 


This book will be read also because it 
deals with a subject of the greatest im- 
portance. The doctrine of revelation, 
involving the authority of scripture, is 
involved in much theological debate with- 
in Presbyterianism today. 

Dr. Baillie traces the history of the 
idea of revelation through the medieval 
distinction between natural and revealed 
religion to the break-down of that dis- 
tinction. Nineteenth century theology 
tended to discount revelation as of little 
importance. The book then attempts a 
brief review of modern thought which has 
rediscovered the idea of revelation in 
new terms. 

Revelation today is no longer thought 
of as the imparting of a body of facts 
about God, but as God’s imparting of him- 
self. “God does not give us information 
by communication; he gives us himself 
in communion.” ‘God reveals himself 
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in action,” in events. In these mighty 
works God reveals himself as “life and 
salvation and glory and mystery,” and 
especially as Jesus the Messiah. 

Revelation is from Subject to subject 
and thus can be fully expressed only in 
an incarnation, in Christ. And the nec- 
essary response to the revelation in him 
is faith, defined not as assent to a body 
of truths (as in Catholicism and Funda- 
mentalism), but as trust in a Living Per- 
son. Creeds have their value, but faith 
is not in statements but in Christ. 

Scripture, then, is not the revelation, 
according to Dr. Baillie, but the inspired 
witness to the revelation. “The intelli- 
gent reading of the Bible depends en- 
tirely on our ability to distinguish what 
is central from what is peripheral,” the 
unchanging truth from its clothing in 
the culture of the times, the imperfect 
human setting. 

More liberal readers will not be pleased 
with Dr. Baillie’s insistence upon Christ, 
witnessed to by scripture, as the Supreme 
Revelation. More conservative readers 
will not be pleased by his rejection of 
the idea of inerrancy in the Bible. But 
surely all Christians will be challenged 
by his final chapter, in which with per- 
sonal confession and testimony, he ap- 
peals to all to listen to and obey the 
Revelation of God. 


WILLIAM M. Ramsay. 
Paducah, Ky. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


To the Golden Shore. Courtney Ander- 
son. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $6. 

Jesus. Charles Guignebert. University 
Books, Inc., N. Y. $6. 

Fun and Festival from Southeast Asia. 
Constance M. Hallock. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

The Olney Hymns. John Henry Johan- 
sen. Hymn Society of America, N. Y. 35¢, 
paper. 

Reading Improvement Exercises. Donald 
L. Cleland, Josephine Tronsberg, Thom- 
son Leiper. The Boxwood Press, Pitts- 
burgh. 

How to Get Newspaper Publicity. Mack 
H. Williams. M. H. Williams, 3901 Mea- 
dowbrook Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. $1, 
paper. 

Growth in Worship. Alfred P. Klausler. 
Concordia Publshing House, St. Louis. 
$1.25. 























Your Vacation Church School. Arlene 
S. Hall. The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 
75¢, paper. 

Mankind Against the Killers. James 
Hemming. Longmans, Green & Co., N. Y. 
$3.50. 

How to Pass College Entrance Tests. 
Alison Peters. Arco Publishing Co., N. Y. 
$3.50. $1.50, paper. 

N. Y¥. State Regents Scholarship Exam- 
inations. Harry A. Tarr. Arco Publishing 
Co., N. Y. $3.00. 

How to Pass Annapolis & West Point 
Entrance Exams. Arco Publishing Co., 
Inc., N. Y. $3.50. 

How to Pass National Merit Scholarship 
Tests... Larry Van Treese. Arco Publish- 
ing Co.,Inc., N. ¥. $3. 

Introduction to New Testament Study. 
Donald T. Rowlingson. Macmillian Co., 
N. Y. $3.95. 

Study Is Hard Work. William Arm- 
strong. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2. 

Paul Schneider: The Pastor of Buchen- 
wald. E. H. Robertson. Macmillan Co., 
N. Y. $2. 

The Psycho-Medico Guide. Curt S. Wach- 
tel. Psycho-Medical Library, N. Y. $65. 

John and Jesus. J. Leonard Farmer. 
Psycho-Medical Library, N. Y. $5. 

The Truth About Your Child’s Reading. 
Sam Duker & Thomas Nally. Crown Pub- 
lishers, Inc., N. Y. $3. 

The Man and the Book Nobody Knows. 
Bruce Barton. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 
Indianapolis. $3.50. 

The Publicity Chairman’s Guide. Com- 
piled and edited by Larry McDermott. 
Larry McDermott, 2530 Perkiomen Ave., 
Mt. Penn, Reading, Pa. $1, paper. 

North Carolina Drama. Richard Walser. 
Garrett & Massie, Inc., Richmond. $4. 

Return to Reality. W.P. Witcutt. Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y. $1.75. 

American Protestantism. T. Valentine 
Parker. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.75. 


Nineveh and the Old Testament. Andre 
Parrot. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $2.75. 


By RUSSELL J. FORNWALT, Big Brother 
Movement, N. Y.: 


Job Getting Guidance for Young People, 
10¢, paper. 


Summer Job Information Source, 15¢, 
paper. 

Vocational Guidance in the Big Brother 
Movement, single copy free. 


Scholarship Information Sources for Ed- 
ucational and Vocational Counselors, 25¢, 
paper. 


School Information Sources, 15¢, paper. 
Big Brother Work as a Career, 10¢, paper. 
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CHANGES 

E. Ashby Johnson, formerly of King 
College, will become chaplain of Austin 
College, Sherman, Texas, this fall with 
responsibility for the religious program 
of the college. 

William C. Sistar, former superinten- 
dent of Palmer Orphanage in Mississippi, 
has resigned his position because of the 
actions of the Synods of Louisiana and 
Mississippi in withdrawing from all re- 
lationships to the institution and is serv- 
ing temporarily as supply minister of the 
First church, Baton Rouge, La., while the 
pastor, John W. Melton, is touring the 
Belgian Congo and Palestine. 

Terrell T. Kirk, Jacksonville, Fla., is 
taking up his new work as pastor of the 
First church, Leesburg, Fla. Address, 
Main and Perkins Sts. 

L. A. McMurray and family of the 
Belgian Congo Mission are now on fur- 
lough at 1208 Rennie Ave., Richmond 27, 
Va. 

Bruce A. Cumming, returning from fur- 
lough in Decatur, Ga., to 32 Pil-Oon-Dong, 
Chongno-Ku, Seoul, Korea. 

W. O. Harris, formerly a chaplain in the 
armed services, is now at 9th and Maple 
Sts. Petersburg, Ind. 

H. D. Brown, Jr., from Rock Hill, S. C., 
to 1510 Satilla Blvd., Waycross, Ga. 

Stuart D. Currie, from Emory Uni- 
versity, Ga., to 3900 Belton St., Charlotte, 
N. C. where he is to be on the faculty of 
Queens College. 

Thomas J. Moranville, from Winifrede, 
W. Va., to Edgar, Nebr., where he is 
pastor of the Edgar Presbyterian Church 
and the Ruskin Community Church. 

Charles H. Gibboney, from Decatur, 
Ga., to 834 Johns Rd., Augusta, Ga. 

Robert P. Davis, from Virginia Beach, 
Va., to 1504 Wilmington Ave., Richmond 
27, Va. 

William A. Brown, from Westminster, 
S. C., to the Jackson Springs, N. C., 
church. 

John E. Ensign, from the New Hope 
church, Chapel Hill, N .C., to 1807 N. 
20th St., Richmond, Va. 

B. F. Sperow, formerly pastor at Nar- 
rows, Va., was recently retired by Mont- 
gomery Presbytery. 

Robert L. Williamson, of the Wylam 
Church, in Birmingham, Ala., recently 
completed three months of graduate work 
at Union Seminary in Va., returning to 
800 Huron St., Birmingham 8. 

W. Russell Hunter, from Monticello, 
Iowa, to N. Dubuque St., Iowa City, Iowa. 

W. Neil Hand, from Millersburg, Ohio, 
to 220 N. Hinde St., Washington CH, Ohio, 
Sept. 6. 

Clyde Foushee from Second church, 
Spartanburg, S. C., to First church, 4th 
and Maple, North Little Rock, Ark. 
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Charles G. McClure, Caldwell Memorial 
church, Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a 
call to the Covenant church, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Fla., effective Sept. 15. 

T. R. Allston, from Philadelphia, Pa., 
to 625 Second St., S., St. Petersburg, Fla., 
Sept. 22. 

Raymond H. Swartzback, from Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, to the Calvary church, 8240 
Grand River Ave., Detroit 4, Mich. 

Erwin R. Ruklic, from Rock Island, 
Ill. to the Trinity church, 740 Fourth Ave., 
Tucson, Ariz. 

W. R. Buhler, from New Zion, S. C., to 
Rt. 2, Vero Beach, Fla. 

John B. Paterson from Middletown, 
Conn., to assistant pastor, East Aurora, 
N. Y. 


CITATIONS 

Dumont Clarke, Asheville, N. C., was 
honored recently by the Methodist Town 
and Country Conference for his 26 years 
of service as a Lord’s Acre Plan specialist. 
Dr. Clarke is retiring in October from 
his position as Religious Director of 
the Western North Carolina Farm Co- 
operative, the farmers’ federation, tut 
will work in New York for the National 
Council of Churches. His NCC position 
will be related to a Scripture-Prayer 
plan involving the use of Scripture com- 
mitted to memory. 

Ben L. Rose, who is joining the faculty 
of Union Seminary in Va., has been pre- 
sented with a testimonial of service by 
the Chief of Staff and the Chief of Chap- 
lains of the U. S. Air Force. The Award 
was made in recognition of his “fine 
service in furthering the Six-Point pro- 
gram conducted by the chaplains of the 
U. S. Air Force.” 


DEATHS 

Lowell Anderson Van Patten, 56, died 
of a heart attack June 20 at NaCoMe, 
near Centerville, Tenn., while attending 
the Synod’s school for leaders. He was 
pastor at Gallatin, Tenn., having served 
earlier in Memphis, N. Little Rock, 
Kansas City and St. Louis. 

Aylmer Brooks Gould, 81, retired mis- 
sionary who served 45 years in the Pun- 
jab Mission, India, died Aug. 13 in Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., after a brief illness. 

Miss Miriam Ellen Null, 62, missionary 
to China, on leave of absence, died Aug. 
11 at the Clifton Springs Sanitarium, New 
York, after a long illness. 

Henry Louis Parr Patrick, youngest 
child. of the Louis Patricks (Westminster 


church, St. Louis, Mo.,) was drowned in 
Lake Murray near Newberry, S. C., Aug. 
6. 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 

Cecil A. Thompson, who was to have 
been away from Columbia Seminary this 
year on his sabbatic leave, has postponed 
his leave of absence and will continue 
supervising field work of students through- 
out the fall. 
WEDDING 

Ernest Trice Thompson, Jr., Union 
Seminary of Va., student, and Jacquelin 
Rolston, were married August 18 at the 
seminary in Richmond, Va. 
YEAR’S CITIZEN 

Neal E. Truesdell, pastor of the Ave- 
leigh Church, Newberry, S. C., has been 


chosen “Newberry County Citizen of the 
Year.” 


Work for Simple Funerals 


Dayton, O. (RNs)—The Dayton Me- 
morial Society has been organized to 
encourage simple funerals in this area. 

Although the organizational meeting 
took place in the Unitarian church, mem- 
bership is not limited to that denomina- 
tion. 


The constitution sets forth this pur- 
pose: “To arrange (through licensed 
funeral directors) simple, dignified and 
economical funerals for its members and 
to educate the general public toward this 
end.” 

The society is said to be one of the 
few of its kind in the country. 

Virgil L. Monbeck, one of the organi- 
zers, said many persons feel there is “‘bar- 
barism”’ connected with funerals but have 
done nothing about it. 

“The public is being taken for a ride 
with many unnecessary customs and 
practices,” he said. ‘Many practices 
are shocking to a sensitive person. Be- 
sides, they’re too costly.” 

One funeral director reportedly has 
agreed to serve the new society. The 
Montgomery County Funeral Directors 
Association had no comment. 





Four Years at Southwestern 


IS A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY 
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They want WHOLLY EDUCATED recruits for position of future responsibility. 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
A College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
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